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Chile will provide U.S. investors with impor-
tant substantive protections that Chilean in-
vestors already enjoy in the United States. 

The United States and Chile have also 
agreed to cooperate on environment and 
labor issues and to establish mechanisms to 
support those efforts. A number of important 
cooperative projects that will promote envi-
ronmental protection are identified for fu-
ture work. The FTA encourages the adoption 
of high labor and environmental standards, 
obligates each country to enforce its own 
labor and environmental laws, and makes 
clear that domestic labor and environmental 
protections may not be reduced in order to 
encourage trade or investment. The Agree-
ment also preserves our right to pursue other 
legitimate domestic objectives, including the 
protection of health and safety, consumer in-
terests, and national security. 

Trade and openness contribute to develop-
ment, the rule of law, economic growth, and 
international cooperation. Chile is a close 
partner of the United States, and this Agree-
ment will strengthen those ties. 

With the approval of this Agreement and 
passage of the implementing legislation by 
the Congress, we will advance U.S. economic 
and political interests, while encouraging 
others to work with us to expand free trade 
around the world. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 15, 2003. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Proposed Legislation 
To Implement the United States- 
Singapore Free Trade Agreement 
July 15, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit legislation and 

supporting documents to implement the 
United States-Singapore Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA). The Agreement will further 
open Singapore’s markets and increase com-
petition and consumer choice. This is Amer-
ica’s first FTA with an Asian-Pacific nation, 
and we hope it will serve as a benchmark 
for future free trade agreements with other 

nations in the region. The Agreement will 
enhance prosperity in the United States and 
Singapore, serve the interest of expanding 
U.S. commerce, and advance our overall na-
tional interest. 

My Administration is strongly committed 
to securing a level playing field for America’s 
workers, farmers, and businesses. The Con-
gress helped advance that policy by passing 
Trade Promotion Authority in the Trade Act 
of 2002 (the ‘‘Trade Act’’). The Congress can 
help us take another important step by ap-
proving this Agreement and the imple-
menting legislation. Without this Agreement, 
U.S. workers and businesses could be placed 
at a competitive disadvantage, because Singa-
pore has signed or is currently working on 
free trade agreements with Japan, Canada, 
Australia, Mexico, and India. 

In negotiating this FTA, my Administra-
tion was guided by the negotiating objectives 
set out in the Trade Act. The Agreement 
locks in tariff-free access for all U.S. goods, 
including textile and agriculture products, 
and addresses other barriers to trade. It 
opens opportunities for our services busi-
nesses, which now account for nearly 65 per-
cent of our gross domestic product and more 
than 80 percent of employment in the United 
States. Through this FTA, Singapore will 
grant substantial additional market access to 
U.S. firms across a broad spectrum of serv-
ices, including banking, insurance, securities 
and related financial services, express deliv-
ery services, professional services, and tele-
communications. The Agreement also incor-
porates commitments on regulatory trans-
parency that will be of special help to services 
business. 

This Agreement provides state-of-the-art 
intellectual property protection, including 
significant commitments on trade in digital 
products. It ensures that electronic com-
merce will stay free of duties and discrimina-
tory rules. In addition, Singapore will accede 
to international treaties dealing with copy-
right and access issues for the Internet. 

United States citizens and businesses that 
invest in Singapore will have significant in-
creased protections. This Agreement en-
hances transparency and openness in order 
to foster a more secure environment for 
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trade and investment. Furthermore, Singa-
pore will provide U.S. investors with impor-
tant substantive protections that Singaporean 
investors already enjoy in the United States. 

Singapore and the United States have also 
agreed to cooperate on the environment and 
labor issues and to establish mechanisms to 
support those efforts. The FTA obligates 
each country to enforce its own labor and 
environmental laws and makes clear that do-
mestic labor or environmental protections 
may not be reduced in order to encourage 
trade or investment. The Agreement also 
preserves our right to pursue other legitimate 
domestic objectives, including the protection 
of health and safety, consumer interests, and 
national security. 

Trade and openness contribute to develop-
ment, the rule of law, economic growth, and 
international cooperation. Singapore is a 
close partner of the United States, and this 
Agreement will strengthen those ties. 

With the approval of this Agreement and 
passage of the implementing legislation by 
the Congress, we will advance U.S. eco-
nomic, security, and political interests, while 
encouraging others to work with us to expand 
free trade around the world. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 15, 2003. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Requests To Change Appropriations 
Law and a Budget Amendment for 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
July 15, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests to change FY 2003 appro-
priations law and an FY 2004 budget amend-
ment for the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
none of which will affect budget levels. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 16. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
letter. 

Remarks to Urban Leaders 
July 16, 2003 

I thank you all for coming. I’m joined by 
some pretty distinguished company up here. 
I want to thank my friends the social entre-
preneurs of America—[laughter]—for stand-
ing up here today. I want to talk about a 
couple of subjects. 

First, I want to introduce Condoleezza 
Rice, my National Security Adviser, who, as 
I understand it, is going to stay afterwards 
and answer some questions about our trip, 
that I appreciate you doing. 

Let’s talk about the values that make our 
country unique and different. We love free-
dom here in America. We believe freedom 
is God’s gift to every single individual, and 
we believe in the worth of each individual. 
We believe in human dignity, and we believe 
where we find hopelessness and suffering, we 
shall not turn our back. That’s what we be-
lieve. 

And there are—in this land of plenty, 
there are people who hurt, people who won-
der whether or not the American experience, 
what they call the American Dream, is meant 
for them. And I believe the American Dream 
is meant for everybody. And when we find 
there’s doubt, we’ve got to bring light and 
hope, and so that’s what we’re here to talk 
about today. And the men up here represent 
a representative sample of what we call the 
faith community in America, people who first 
and foremost have been called because of 
a calling much higher than government. 

I say ‘‘social entrepreneurs’’ because, in 
many of our faith institutions, we find people 
who are willing to reach out in the neighbor-
hood in which they exist to help those who 
hurt and those who are in need. They’re will-
ing to take a new tack, a tack based upon 
faith, to heal hearts and provide hope and 
provide inspiration, so that the American 
Dream is available in every corner in Amer-
ica. And where we find those programs which 
are effective, society ought to support those 
programs. 


